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Jan. 6, 2012
Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Robert Moar wins 2011 Gerry Couture Stewardship Award
The Yukon Conservation Society is pleased to announce that the winner of this year’s Gerry Couture Stewardship Award is Robert Moar. Robert was chosen for his work to prevent the proposed Carmacks Copper sulphuric acid heap leach mine from proceeding. 

The purpose of the Gerry Couture Stewardship Award is to foster public awareness of, and appreciation for, the personal dedication required to conserve and manage our natural resources. 

A (preferably curmudgeonly) Yukon resident who demonstrates outstanding personal dedication to natural resource conservation and management has been chosen annually since 2009 as the recipient of a Gerry Couture Stewardship Medal and a $1000 prize.  This award is provided by an anonymous donor who is inspired by great admiration for Gerry Couture’s attitudes, achievements and curmudgeonlyness. 

For decades Gerry Couture has been a spokesman for change, which has sometimes made him a target of harassment. Gerry most recently worked as YCS’ Mining Coordinator until he retired. He has a long and varied past, making him one of the Yukon’s colourful 10%. He has been a commercial pilot, homesteader, trapper, commercial fisherman, placer miner, and was on the board of the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board and Salmon Committee for years.
“Gerry Couture Stewardship Award winners are chosen for traits similar to Gerry’s: fearlessness and persistence in the face of adversity, creativity and innovation,” said YCS Executive Director Karen Baltgailis. “Like Gerry they are undaunted by opposition and seemingly insurmountable odds.” 

The Carmacks Copper issue is almost 30 years old. This company was rejected more than once for inadequately dealing with environmental concerns in its environmental assessment applications. However, in the end YESAB and Yukon government approved the project. The last hurdle was the Yukon Water Board hearing. 
“Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation, with Robert Moar as their Director of Lands, Resources and Infrastructure, had already devoted much time and resources to this application,” said Baltgailis. “It would have been understandable if in the face of the determination by government to let the project proceed, the First Nation had thrown in the towel. But Chief and Council backed Robert’s continued opposition to the mine.” 
Robert has an engineering degree and in one of his many past lives worked in the mining industry. Robert thus understood the technical implications of Carmacks Copper’s flawed application. 
“Normally government and industry are capable of snowing opposition with paper work and techno-jargon,” said Gerry Couture. “But Robert dealt with it all and overmatched them with his own testimony from experts he found all the across the country, plus strategic use of media, and the services of well known lawyer Art Pape. Robert Moar mounted such a strong case for Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation that the Water Board denied the license.”

“On Jan. 3, 2012, Copper North Mining Corp., which has taken over the Carmacks Copper project, announced that it has dropped its appeal of the Yukon Supreme Court decision which upheld the Water Board’s authority to reject the project,” said Baltgailis. “Congratulations to Little Salmon Carmacks and Robert Moar!”
 Robert Moar Bio: Robert has a B.Sc in Civil Engineering, and an MBA. He has been a Commercial Pilot, flying DeHaviland Beaver, Twin Otter, and Cessna 185’s in Northern Ontario, N.W.T., and Coastal British Columbia.  In the 1990’s he worked seven years in mining exploration in Yukon, N.W.T., and Northern Saskatchewan. He is currently the Director of Lands, Resources and Infrastructure at the Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation, and he now sits on the Yukon Water Board. 
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