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Media release - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nov 21, 2011

McIntyre Creek Wildlife Corridor Assessment Muddies the Waters
After a thorough review of the “McIntyre Creek Wildlife Corridor Assessment” commissioned by the City of Whitehorse, the Friends of McIntyre Creek (FOMC) and Yukon Conservation Society (YCS) have concluded that there are serious weaknesses in the study design.  FOMC and YCS feel that these weaknesses, in particular the limited scope of the assessment, have led to misleading conclusions.  
“People need to know about the serious flaws in the Environmental Dynamics Incorporated (EDI) study design so that they can develop an informed opinion.  This cannot in any way be considered a definitive study of wildlife use of Middle McIntyre Creek,” commented YCS Wildlife Coordinator Christina Macdonald. “Since they didn’t ask the right questions, the value of this study is limited.”

According to FOMC and YCS, one of the biggest problems with the study is its focus on the area as a travel corridor for medium and large terrestrial wildlife rather than as year-round habitat for smaller animals and birds. 

“The study’s focus on regional wildlife populations of large mammals is misleading because it only captures a fraction of the wildlife value this area holds,” said Macdonald. “What about local populations of small animals like pine marten and fox whose home ranges may fall almost entirely within the McIntyre Creek area, not to mention all the bird species who use the area for feeding, breeding and raising their young?  Destruction of forest habitat has reduced pine marten numbers across North America, but people see marten on their walks through Middle McIntyre Creek – now that’s special!”

The report says that because semi-aquatic animals use habitat in relatively close proximity to McIntyre Creek they are unlikely to interact with the Porter Creek D residential development. 

“How could a statement like that be included in this report?” asks FOMC President Dorothy Bradley. “Of course there will be interaction – buildings don’t move but the people and their pets who live in them do. There will be more people in a smaller area of forest, noise and light pollution, not to mention the runoff from lawns and roads.” 

FOMC and YCS say that the study’s characterization of the area as already considerably disturbed by development and human activity is also misleading, as is the implication that because of high levels of human disturbance, the proposed Porter Creek D subdivision and roads would not impact wildlife. 
“The report itself classifies only 10% of the area as disturbed while 83% is classified as forest!” said FOMC President, Dorothy Bradley. “The main disturbances are infrastructure like power right of ways, the pumphouse and dirt roads, not people walking.  While the area could certainly benefit from some management of human recreational activities, especially ORV use and activity around the wetlands, the level of disturbance in the Middle McIntyre Creek area has been seriously overstated.”

The organizations support the Wildlife Corridor Assessment’s recommendations that sensitive riparian and wetland areas in the Middle McIntyre Creek area be protected through closure of certain trails.  But trail management and mitigation of the impacts of Porter Creek D are two separate issues.  

“Trail management and habitat restoration should not be dependent on approval of the Porter Creek D subdivision. Implying that habitat and wildlife would benefit from the construction of Porter Creek D is ludicrous,” said Bradley.
Other weaknesses include lack of year-round data (the study was conducted from April 21 to September 19) and no consideration of how factors such as construction activity on Range Road or weather (2011 was a wet year) may have affected animal behaviour and movement between the Yukon River and upland areas.

“This report is a very limited assessment of the wildlife in Middle McIntyre Creek. One of the reasons this area is so popular for recreation is because people enjoy the wildlife that they see here on a daily basis. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to understand that if you destroy the wildlife habitat and water quality by cutting down trees and building houses and roads, wildlife populations will be impacted. I hope that City Council won’t be misled by this report,” concluded Macdonald.
The City is taking comments on the proposed Porter Creek D subdivision and roads through Middle McIntyre Creek until November 24th.  FOMC and YCS encourage all Whitehorse residents to visit the City website and submit comments in favour of protecting Middle McIntyre Creek.
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