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Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nov. 2, 2011
YCS and FOMC to hold their own McIntyre Creek Open House at the same time as the City’s
The Friends of McIntyre Creek and Yukon Conservation Society formally withdrew from the City of Whitehorse’s Porter Creek D Working Group on Oct. 31st.  The groups were concerned that participation on the Working Group would imply agreement with the proposed subdivision and roads in Middle McIntyre Creek, and with the City’s statements that wildlife would not be affected by the proposed developments. Middle McIntyre Creek is the natural area that stretches from the Alaska Highway to Mountainview Drive, south of Porter Creek.
However, YCS and the FOMC intend to remain very involved in the process to determine the future of Middle McIntyre Creek. This Thursday the groups will hold their own McIntyre Creek Open House at the same time that the City of Whitehorse is holding its Middle McIntyre Creek Open House. 

The City’s open house is meant to capture feedback from the public regarding the Middle McIntyre Creek Area. The City will also be providing information about wildlife, including EDI’s wildlife study of the area, recreation, land development and transportation linkages as they relate to the Middle McIntyre Creek/Porter Creek D.  

“We feel it is important that our information, including our interpretation of the EDI wildlife study, gets out to the public as well. Since people will already be at the High Country Inn for the City’s Open House we’ve rented a meeting room there at the same time, so that people can talk to us,” said YCS Executive Director Karen Baltgailis.
The Friends of McIntyre Creek and YCS will be presenting the results of a wildlife workshop at which they gathered information about wildlife sightings and habitat in Middle McIntyre Creek, as well as their concerns about impacts from the proposed subdivision and roads in the area. 

There will also be large maps available for people to mark with their own wildlife sightings.

“One has to question how serious the City is about letting the public know the nature and extent of the proposed developments in Middle McIntyre Creek. So far there is no information about the proposed developments on the City’s website aside from a vague reference to land development and transportation linkages in the area. Nor does the City website mention that City Council intends to decide on Dec. 12th whether to move ahead with planning for these developments,” said Baltgailis. 
The groups say that the 3 week public input period is too short for a proposed development that would have huge impacts of wildlife and recreation. 

The YCS and FOMC Open House will be at the High Country Inn, Annex Room, from 5:00 – 9:00 PM Thursday Nov. 3rd.

The City’s Open House will be at the High Country Inn, Room B, from 5:00 – 9:00 PM Thursday Nov. 3rd.

“It is really important for people who use and love McIntyre Creek to attend our Open House as well as the City’s, and to get written comments in to the City by Nov. 24th,” said Baltgailis.
 

Comments can be emailed to City Planner Kinden Kosick at kinden.kosick@whitehorse.ca.
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