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Walk Softly

Big Bad Wolf be Damned

hen 1 got land a few years ago, | started to
Wdream and scheme the type of home that |

wanted. The list of criteria included the desire
to have something warm, something friendly for both me

and the environment, something different than four
square walls of gyproc.

An echo in my memory grew louder and | recalled a
friend’s story about a straw bale house building workshop
she and her parents took some years prior in Alberta. It
was her line about using a chainsaw to cut a groove in the
stacked bale walls for the wiring that had stuck most in
my mind.

And so | began to look for articles and books on building
with bales. The colour photos and detailed information
in the “bible;” 7%e Straw Bale House, instantly secured my
interest and a visit a year ago to a post and beam house
with straw walls near Calgary confirmed my desire to fol-
low through with this old, revived building technigue.

First constructed at the turn of the century in Nebraska,
straw bale homes have made a comeback as we approach
the end of the same century. Bale homes offer a number

of features which attract more and more people to use
this style of construction:

+ energy efficiency from the R-35 or better walls
* naturally breathing walls as no vapour barrier is used

« environmentally conscious use of resources as straw,
a natural material produced annually, is often con-
sidered a waste product and burned in the fields

« slower rates of spread of fire than a frame home (if a
fire manages to occur)

» “user friendly” construction techniques which lend
themselves to community participation in the wall
raising

+ sometimes lower construction costs

» hand-built aesthetics, with wide window sills, much
like an adobe-style home.

After a year of planning and dreaming, | am now at the
stage of having my lines on paper and expect to have a
building permit by the time this article is printed.
Discussions with the City of Whitehorse inspectors have
been positive and their receptiveness to this approach is
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refreshing. At two recent seminars on straw bale con-
struction, which were co-sponsored by the Yukon
Conservation Society and Yukon Housing Corporation,
the inspectors’ interest was shared by over 60 people. It is
anticipated we will see a few more homes or workshops
pop up in the Yukon in the coming years.

Perhaps by then we will have straw being baled in the ter-
ritory. However, at this point in time, | have had to bring
mine in from Alberta. | tell myself that the reduced home
heating costs from the R-35 walls will soon compensate
for the extra energy used in transportation (not to men-
tion that most other housing supplies also come up the
highway).

Though some promote the low construction costs of
straw bale houses, like any home, the walls are only a per-
centage of the costs. One still needs a foundation, a roof,
a kitchen and other desired interior finishing touches.
The savings tend to come in the lower labour costs as
friends and relatives are roped into reliving their farm
days and chucking a few bales or plastering a few walls. |
anticipate that my real savings will come in the reduced
heating costs in 40 below. | definitely look forward to the
quietness and comfort offered by 18 inch walls.

There are two main ways to use straw bales in house con-
struction. One is where the bales provide both the insula-
tion and the structure of the house. In this “load bearing”
approach the walls hold up the roof without any help
from a wood structure. The walls are typically com-
pressed (by a variety of means) to speed up the settling
process before the plaster goes on (inside and out).
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In the “non-load bearing” technique, the straw is the
insulation but the roof is supported by a post and beam
or some similar structure. This is the approach that |
chose for my home, partly to pacify the building inspec-
tors and partly to calm my own doubts. However, after
learning at the recent seminars about an approach for
compressing the load bearing walls that is less finicky and
reduces the need for wood in the roof assembly, I would
reconsider my decision if | didn't already have plans in
hand. I guess I will have to wait until I can afford a garage
or workshop.

One potential drawback to being the first straw bale
home in the Yukon may be the increased traffic to my
home as people come to check out this approach first
hand. The person who delivered the seminars, Habib
Gonzalez from Winlaw BC, recounted a story of one
woman having to defend, in her own home, her building
choice to a stranger who dropped by unannounced.
Another woman opened her house for tours one day of
the week—and charged admission. Now that would
deter the naysayers!

For those interested in getting hands-on experience build-
ing with straw bales, there will be a weekend building
workshop in August. Habib Gonzalez, who has extensive
experience with straw bale construction, will return to the
Yukon to host a workshop at Jennifers house. Cost is esti-
mated to be $200 for the weekend. If you are interested in
being on the contact list, call Jennifer ar 633-5444.

jennifer ellis
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An Inside View of the U.N.

delegates’ lounge you can see Long Island and an

enormous red PEPSI sign. Not exactly in the middle
of the woods where living a sustainable lifestyle seems at
least possible. I knew that the United Nations wouldn’t be
a haven for grassroots activism, but | was interested in
seeing what exactly being a NGO

I t's a huge building with at least 30 floors and from the

arrive. And most NGO delegates are not involved in this
work. Even if you come knowing everything about the
issues, you are still lost in the midst of the complex and
often quite silly politics that are happening every minute
in the large meetings, in the hallways and of course
behind closed doors. So the people who are making the
decisions in the end are (sur-

(non-governmental organiza- T
tion) environment person meant |- / Py
in this place that is suppose to e T

bring the world together. R
I was told even before I got there
that I might not be included in
all the work of the Canadian
delegation and | should probably
stick to mostly doing “youth”
work. | was happy to find once

I got there however, that | was
involved in most meetings, and
that the other delegation mem-
bers were willing to give answers
to my many questions. | didn't
have a problem getting the
changes I suggested put into

prise) not the ones who know
the issues but the ones who
know the politics.

One thing that bothered me
quite a bit was that the youth

at the UN were all trying to be
adults—everyone was playing
the business suit game. They
feel that this gives credibility to
their cause, and to some extent
it does. But from my perspective,
the fact that they are playing
this game takes away from their
credibility.

Although it is important to have

the official education document.
However there were definitely
lines drawn between government
and non-government. There
were meetings that NGO reps
weren't ‘really’ told about and
receptions that were held by invi-
tation only. | got the distinct feel-
ing that although the issues | was bringing forward
weren't really that controversial, there was a hesitance in
completely opening the process to NGOs.

The work, however, that | did with the youth caucus was
more challenging to the government delegations than
that which | did as part of the Canadian delegation. The
international group of over 40 youth made statements on
the MAI (Multilateral Agreement on Investment) as well
as education. These statements were powerful and did get
responses from several countries. Whether it made a dif-
ference however is debatable.

Most of the work of the Commission on Sustainable
Development is done long before the delegates ever

i a large presence of NGOs and

)

>w’» /) youth at events such as the
N on .. .

;\\\§§\ / Commission on Su§ta|nable_ _
RN Development, | believe that it is

more effective to have environ-
mental groups working at
regional and national levels with
their respective governments. It
is whether a stream is polluted
or not that really matters, not the
wording in a document that infers that streams shouldn’t
be polluted. There is a role for this, and a role in the
world at large for the United Nations. But a lot of things
must change before the documents being discussed in
this tall building will actually clean up streams.

e ———y,

ilona dougherty

Ilona Dougherty is currently in grade 12 in Whitehorse. She
spent two weeks in New York City at the Commission on
Sustainable Development as part of the official Canadian
Delegation. The Commission this year was focussed on
Industry, Fresh Water, Public Awareness and Education. It
was the 6th year of the commission which is a yearly confer-
ence which acts as follow-up to the Earth Summit.
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is published by the Yukon Conservation Society
for members and subscribers. Memberships
and information about the Society can be
obtained
by phoning the YCS at (867) 668-5678,
(fax 668-6637), by writing to
Box 4163, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 3T3,
or by visiting the YCS office at
302 Hawkins Street, Whitehorse.
email: ycs@polarcom.com
We welcome newsletter submissions and letters
to the editor. Deadlines for submissions are
Feb 1, May 1, Aug 1, and Nov 1.
Views expressed in Walk Soffly are not
necessarily those of the Society.
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Editorial

It happens about once every six months or so. My partner
Dean and | have a serious conversation about whether we
are ready to have a child. Up until recently one or the

other would have concerns about the “immediate timing”

of such an event. However, after reading A Special Moment
in Histonyby Bill McKibben (The Atlantic Monthly, May

1998), | am having serious concerns about the long-term
timing of such an event.

McKibben argues that “the fate of the planet will be deter-
mined in the next few decades, through our technological,
lifestyle and population choices”. Most of the information
McKibben presents is not new, or at least not unfamiliar

to us.

Population is growing. We add a New York City every
month, almost a Mexico every year, almost an India every
decade. If fertility remained at current levels, the popula-
tion would reach the absurd figure of 296 billion in just
150 years.

The population uses more resources. In hunter-gather
times it was about 2,500 calories, all of it food. A modern
human uses 31,000 calories a day, most of it fossil fuel. A
North American uses six times that. Americans will con-
sume on average forty or fifty times as much as a person
born in the developing world.

Using more resources is changing the Earth. We are not
running out of stuff, but rather places to put the “by prod-
ucts of our large appetites”; the atmospheric equivalent of
garbage dumps for carbon monoxide, methane, nitrogen.
This new type of pollution is heating up our atmosphere,
making the earth'’s climate different— stormier and
warmer.

The next fifty years are a special time. It will decide how
strong and healthy the planet will be for centuries to
come. Conservation, efficiency and new technology can
help, but they are slow and expensive. “All that matters is
how often individual men and women decide that they
want to reproduce.”

“So the task of those of us alive right now to deal with this
next phase, to squeeze us through the next fifty years.
That'’s not fair—any more than it was fair that earlier gen-
erations had to deal with the Second World War or the Civil
War or the Revolution or the Depression. It's just reality. We
need in these fifty years to be working simultaneously on
all parts of the equation — on our ways of life, on our tech-
nologies, and on our population.”

Fifty years — | wonder if by then Dean will have any imme-

diate timing concerns.
dawn lammer
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On Five Months in Alaska

Africa, Scandinavia,

and all over Canada.

How different could five
months in Fairbanks be?

Well it was quite different. And in
ways that wouldn't surprise environ-
mentalists and social justice activists.

I biked from Whitehorse to Fairbanks,
and as soon as | got over the US border,
bullet holes appeared in all the highway signs, and the
outhouses and trash cans disappeared at the roadside
‘rest stops.’ The latter had a ring of fast food containers,
broken glass and other debris almost 10 metres deep in a
circle around the pull-out.

I 'd already lived in

Arriving in Delta Junction, | asked the state police about
a bicycle route into Fairbanks. The constable replied,

“I don't know; they got some hellacious traffic there.” |
cycled on the shoulder of vast concrete freeways. But
wasn't this a town the same size as Whitehorse? Where
did all these cars come from?

As | pedaled my bike recumbently towards the University,
I noticed signs that forced bicyclists onto

narrow sidewalks. And off the road. My bike was too
wide to get across the skimpy sidewalks on bridges.
Massive pedestrian ‘cattle chute’ overpasses, surrounded
by kilometre-long galvanized fences, forbade crossing the
streets on foot.

I made my way to my residence room, picked up my
keys, and was confronted by huge signs saying “the pos-
session of concealed handguns is strictly prohibited on
campus.” | gulped. Were there that many handguns
around?

Once | got settled in, | went for a walk out on the land,
taking my bear spray as the campus police, dressed in
flak-jackets, had warned me that the moose stomped on
people. I was intrigued, as | had never heard of anybody
being killed by a moose in the Yukon...were the Yukon
moose more polite?

Walking across a meadow that could have been in
Carcross, carrying my black binoculars in my right hand,
I came across a man walking his dogs. Wearing a revolver
on his hip. He looked at my right hand with a curious
intensity. He did not return my greeting.

I got home and realized he'd thought | was carrying a pis-
tol in my hand...

Over the months that followed | found out that the
University burned 3 semi-truckloads of coal a day, the
smog of which | was soon breathing, while the city utility
plant and the Air Force base let off even more foul
brownish smoke. | had to wash my neck tube that | wore
as a face mask once a week to get the brown particulate
matter out.

Still, 1 found fresh moose tracks right next to huge free-
ways, and saw several moose on campus.

My program at school left me little time to do other
things, but | walked every day through the helter-skelter
of malls and freeways, which made me an oddity.

This is not meant to be an anti-Fairbanks, or anti-Alaska
polemic. If anything, what I learned most from my stay
in Fairbanks, was how another subarctic society, with
very different values from those in the Yukon, decided

to live.

From what | could see, those values were a full and
complete embrace of the military as a major source of
both employment and pride; an acceptance of wide-
spread resource extraction activities as being ‘unavoid-
able’, and a political spectrum that was far to the ‘right’
of the Yukon.

My dedicated colleagues at the Northern Alaska
Environmental Centre had a sense that the best they
could do was to mitigate the damage that had already
been done. While they felt strongly that “things were
worse in the Lower 48" meaning the rest of the USA, |
couldn’t help but feel that environmentalists themselves
were an endangered species in their society...as was
any notion that ‘things can be changed'.

I was left feeling that Fairbanks was an individualistic
society, as is America. | could find few who agreed that
banding together could bring about progressive social
change. Which I found very unsettling.

None of this is to say that living in Whitehorse, the
Yukon, or even Canada, is nirvana. But it has served as a
powerful reminder to me that we all must:work to make
our dreams a reality. For if we become apathetic and
inactive, our dreams die, and our reality becomes the
stuff of nightmares...

paul davis
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Staff comings and goings

YCS hires new Forest Policy and
Program Coordinator!

In the last few years, an enormous amount of YCS staff
and volunteer time has been spent addressing dramatic
increases in logging and dismal forest management poli-
cies and practices. After some successful fundraising
efforts— particularly our fall direct mail campaign to
which so many of you contributed — YCS was able to
create a nine month (minimum) forest staff position.

And, after a hiring process this spring, we are happy to

announce that Karen Baltgailis will be joining our office
mid July. She will be working with communities to help
in forest planning activities, providing key input into fed-
eral and territorial policies, organizing public education

activities and reviewing logging proposals. Karen will be
working closely with YCS forest committee volunteers on
all of these tasks.

Karen is new to the Yukon, most recently having taught
English as a Second Language in Taiwan. However, she is
not new to forestry issues and activities. Karen wrote,
produced and directed two of the forestry videos in the
YCS library, A Cut Above and A New Leaf” She has also
worked on research or educational projects with Taiga
Rescue Network, the Ecoforestry Institute at the
University of Victoria, Western Canada Wilderness
Committee and Sierra Club of Canada.

Karen promises to bring new energy and new ideas to
forestry issues in the Yukon. Already she is wading
through Yukon materials to familiarize herself with
the complexity of the Umbrella Final Agreement

and the jurisdictional ins and outs of forestry.

Stop by this summer to meet her and stay tuned

for updates on YCS's forestry activities!

Short and sweet

Short and sweet is how some may describe Dawn
Lammer, YCS office coordinator for the last six months.
Unfortunately, it is also how we must describe her (paid)
time at YCS as Dawn is bidding adieu to YCS to pursue
work in a field near and dear to her heart, waste manage-
ment. So while she will not have a daily presence in our
office, we know that she will continue her work to save
the environment under another umbrella.

Rosa Brown is the new face behind the desk tackling the

diverse challenges of the YCS office coordinator position.
Rosa is no stranger to the YCS office— last summer she
was the community outreach coordinator. Rosa has taken
the lead in YCS work on the Protected Areas Strategy, as
well as being a member of the Board of Directors.

If you time it right, you could drop by and meet our
office coordinator, our forest staff person, and then take
one of our free guided walks to meet our summer trail
guides! But don't look for our Executive Director this
summer —she will be off for two months building her
straw bale house! (See story in this issue.)
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Yukon Forests: Open for Business?

ver the summer, the federal government is travel-
O ling about asking for input on its proposed

changes to the Yukon Timber Regulations. While
many of the changes are positive, such as provisions
which finally give forest officers some enforcement tools
to work with, there are some sections that are of concern
to YCS. One relates to increases in the volume of timber a
permit can be issued for and the other deals with the
removal of specific limits on the export of whole logs out
of the Yukon. Changes to fee structures also raise a num-
ber of questions.

Currently, the maximum amount of timber that can be
issued under a Commercial Timber Permit (the primary
way a logger gets the right to cut green trees) is 15,000
cubic metres. As one logging truck carries about 40 cubic
metres, this amount represents 375 trucks. Although

the policy usually allows for these permits to be

issued for only a year at a time, the current

regulations do not limit the duration of

e
the permit. _ ¢ o i

The new proposed changes to the reg-
ulations outline a number of different
classes of permits that can be issued.
The main ones of concern are the first three:
+ Class A: not to exceed 20,000 cubic metres per
permit, per year.

+ Class B: not to exceed 40,000 cubic metres over
two years

+ Class C: not to exceed 60,000 cubic metres over
three years.

In the last few years, industry representatives have called
for increased certainty in their access to timber to
improve their ability to plan their operations and to
secure financing. Given the topsy turvy management
practices of DIAND, this desire for certainty can certainly
be understood. On the other hand, there are no regional
forest management plans in place and, until the larger
community has had the opportunity to determine how
much logging should occur and where it would be per-
mitted, issuing of any long-term tenure (the right to log)
should be avoided.

During discussions about these proposed regulatory
changes at the Yukon Forest Advisory Committee
(YFAC), an advisory committee (which has representa-
tion from YCS) suggested that a three year limit on

permits would be a fair compromise, providing some
additional certainty to industry without unduly compro-
mising future planning processes.

However, YCS strongly opposed any increase in the
volume of the permits on an annual basis. We grudgingly
were willing to allow for a maximum of three year per-
mits for up to 45,000 cubic metres. Although there was
no consensus on this issue, there was clear support for
this position around the table. One DIAND official
assured us at meetings last fall that the intent of these
changes was not to increase the size of the permits.

However, the latest round of changes represents a 33%
increase in the size of these permits. Instead of 375 trucks
per permit, we are now looking at 500 trucks for a one

year permit
and 1500
trucks for a
three year per-
mit. This is
almost two
trucks a day,
Monday to Friday,
every week of the year.

L XY

Why government has proposed these
increases is unknown. It certainly is not based
on discussions at YFAC. Nor is it based on feedback
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at community open houses or questionnaires where
people expressed concern with increasing allocations in
absence of forest management plans and with providing a
few people with access to most of the timber. Larger per-
mits attract larger operations.

While there is a need to provide local mills with more
secure access to timber so that they can confidently invest
in local infrastructure, increasing permit sizes does not
provide increased certainty to the mill owner unless they
get the permit or the permit contains conditions that
require local processing.

Which leads to another major concern with the proposed
regulatory changes. Currently, section five of the regula-
tions requires that 60% of 300,000 cubic metres harvested
in a year shall be processed within the Yukon. This con-
dition has been very controversial with industry—some
calling for its removal to allow for increases in exports
and others calling for increases in the limits on exports to
save the resource for current and future local processing.
Much of the general public is opposed to the number of
trucks of unprocessed
logs heading out of
the Yukon.

T

‘Yukon

Fore%

-

The latest proposal for section five reads “The Minister
may include in a permit conditions that set the volume of
timber required to be processed in the Yukon.” Earlier
versions which indicated that the local processing volume
should be based on the historic and proven capacity of
processing facilities in the Yukon have disappeared from
the latest draft. Now, there is no legal requirement for any
of the harvested timber to be processed in the Yukon—it
is left to the Minister’s discretion. Policy statements
attached to this draft speak to the importance of local
processing but give no indication of how the Minister
will implement this section of the regulations.

Part of the rationale for removing specific numbers from
this section is to provide managers more flexibility in
adapting to local processing capacity and market condi-
tions. The new changes also include financial incentives
to encourage local processing. According to the new
schedule of dues, loggers will receive a 70% credit on
their stumpage fees for logs that are locally processed
(with a maximum credit of $12.74 per cubic metre and

a minimum charge of $1.20 per cubic metre).

Currently, our stumpage fees are fixed with one rate,
$5.25 per cubic metre for exported wood, and $2.62
for wood that is locally processed. However, even
with the current 50% off for local processing,

there were still over 250,000 cubic metres of logs
! (6250 trucks) going down the highway in the

— past year (and if timber cut under Timber
Z ¢ “— Harvest Agreements last year is added to
i — what was cut under Commercial Timber
’ ! L Permits, the true amount of exports goes
' up to over 310,000 cubic metres). Less than
39,000 cubic metres (975 trucks) went to local
“{op mills.
ﬂp The new fee proposals set up a “market driven”

stumpage rate system. This means that when
prices at specified BC mills go up, our
stumpage fees will go up... and when they go
down, our fees will go down. If mills are pay-
ing $70, the fee would be $5.25 (and, with the
70% credit, $1.57 for locally processed
wood). If prices went up to $120, the fees
would be $15.60 for exported logs and $4.68
for locally processed ones. The lowest pos-
sible rate for stumpage fees in either cate-
gory would be $1.20. Using our truck com-
parison, a logger would only have to pay
the public $48 for a truckful of logs at that
rate (plus $200 in reforestation fees).
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The current $5.00/cubic metre reforestation fee will be
considered a minimum under the proposed changes. We
applaud an additional statement that notes this due shall
be “based on actual costs.” However, a stated commit-
ment to fix a rate for the first three years of implementa-
tion could very well contravene the requirement to base
the rate on actual costs if it is fixed at $5.00, as it is
unlikely that $5.00 covers the costs of reforestation in
most cases.

A significant change to the reforestation fees is the pro-
posal to charge a logger only $1.00 per cubic metre if
they leave the area fully stocked (e.g. by using cutting
methods that protect natural regeneration). Initially the
proposal was for the lower fee to be set at $2.50 and then,
after a government and industry meeting, this was
reduced to $1.00.

There has not been any costing rationale provided for
any of the reforestation fee proposals which makes it

Walk Softly

difficult to assess the adequacy of the proposals. In prin-
ciple, YCS supports the reduction—and even possible
elimination — of reforestation fees for eco-forestry prac-
tices which protect the natural regeneration. But if there
is monitoring and some prescriptive work required by
forest managers, some fee may be necessary. e need

to see a break down in costs before making a final
determination.

There are many other changes in the regulations, some
housekeeping, some more substantive. However,
Yukoners should be concerned about the increased size
of permits and the lack of limitations on exports. These
changes do not reflect concerns expressed by the public
about forestry in the Yukon and yet they will have long
range impacts on the shape our forest based economy
takes for years to come. People are encouraged to write
and call DIAND to let the government know how you
feel about these issues!

jennifer ellis

YCS will be preparing a detailed submission on the
proposed changes and discussing the issues at YFAC.
If people are interested in learning more, please con-
tact our office.

WRITE A LETTER OR MAKE A CALL NOW to express
your concerns with federal proposals to change the
Yukon Timber Regulations! Let the Minister of the
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs know

what you think!

Some points you might want to raise:

« There should be no increases to the volume of
Commercial Timber Permits (as proposed in the new
section 4(1)). You may want to say that 15,000 m3 a
year (375 trucks) is plenty or you may choose to call
for reductions. At minimum, there should be no
increases in permit sizes until we have completed
community forest planning processes.

o There must be limits placed on whole log exports out
of the Yukon. Yukoners want to see as many jobs.per
cubic metre of our trees being created in the territory.
We don’t want to build a forest economy based on

export of our natural resources. Proposed changes to
the stumpage fees are not enough to foster local pro-
cessing.

o A minimum of stumpage fee of $1.20, especially for
logs that leave the Yukon, is not much of'a re'tu'rn to
the public for the use of our resource. This minimal
fee should be raised.

Call or write or email:

Hon. Jane Stewart .
Minister, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A OH4

Phone: 819-953-0002 Fax: 819-953-4941

To email, go to “Fax the Feds” web site: www.net-
efx.com/faxfeds/

Send copies to YCS, the Yukon government’s Forest
Commission, and Yukon MP Louise Hardy.
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d “omumunities inthe Forests

Fabart

new report entitled
“ Breeding Bird
Communities in the

Forests of the Liard River
Valley, Yufkon™ by Cameron
Eckert, Pam Sinclair and

Wendy Nixon presents the
— B Canadi .
e T results of extensive surveys
of forested habitats along
the Liard River, northwest of Watson Lake.

The forests of the Liard River Valley are well-known to
Yukoners as among the richest in the Territory. In
particular, the mature White Spruce forests, which are
extremely important to myriad wildlife and plant species
are disappearing at an alarming rate as a result of clearcut
logging.

The study used ‘point count’ surveys to describe breeding
bird communities associated with six different forest
types: Balsam Poplar, Trembling Aspen, Lodgepole Pine,
White Spruce, mixed forests, and riparian forests. They
also surveyed recently harvested clearcuts.

The report describes the unique bird communities
associated with different forest types. For example,
species most commonly found in Balsam Poplar forests
included Least and
Hammond’s Flycatchers,

negative impacts on habitat

“The current management

specialists associated with

Warbling Vireo and
Swainson’s Thrush. A very
different community char-
acterizes old-growth White
Spruce forests where
Yellow-rumped Warbler,
White-winged Crossbill,
Boreal Chickadee and
Golden-crowned Kinglet
are encountered most
often. Further, White

regime is likely to have

White Spruce forest.”

Spruce forests had the
highest density of cavity nesters and were the only forest
type where Three-toed Woodpeckers were found. Not
surprisingly, the study found that clearcuts supported
lower densities and diversity of birds than any forest type.
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New report focuses on Liard’s
birdlife and habitat loss

The authors define ‘generalist’ species as those which can
use a variety of forest types, while ‘specialists’ are strictly
limited to specific forest types. Specialists including
species like Golden-crowned Kinglet and Three-toed
Woodpecker may entirely disappear from an area if their
required habitats are lost.

These forests are also home to numerous species which
are extremely rare further west or north in the Yukon.
American Redstart, Tennessee Warbler, Magnolia
Warbler and White-throated Sparrow are all common in
the area.

The report, published by Environment Canada as part of
its Technical Report Series, is written in scientific/techni-
cal style; however, readers should have little trouble
understanding the results and implications of the
research. Further, birders will enjoy the accounts of
various rare bird species observed during the study.

To obtain a free copy
of this report contact:

Canadian Wildlife Service,
Environment Canada

91782 Alaska Highway,
Whitehorse, Yukon

Y1A 5B7.
Phone: (867) 393-6700

drawing by Cameron Eckert
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Volunteers!

The Yukon Conservation Society always has a wide

range of tasks for volunteers to jump in and tackle.
We have short-term tasks, long term projects and
lots of in between stuff. Some will take an hour or so,
some a lot longer. Some require a few skills, many
offer new skills to be learned and all offer the feeling
of accomplishment!

If you've been thinking about volunteering, YCS has a
new volunteer task binder in the office. Below are a few of
the jobs we need help on. If something grabs your inter-
est, phone the office for more details!

Newsletter coordinator: “Walk Softly;” YCS's newsletter is
published four times a year and is in need of a coordina-
tor. Job requires someone to help identify stories and
authors, coordinate submissions, edit for sense, work

Walk Softly

with graphic artist and designer, and get to the printer.
Promised reward of a crisp new issue every three months
and a positive addition to your resume! Looking for
someone who can commit to taking this task on for a
year. Staff will be available for help throughout the
process.

Newsletter authors: YCS is always looking for people to
write articles for its newsletter, “Walk Softly.” If you are
interested in writing about any environmental issue,
whether it be an educational article, a piece of poetry, an
opinion piece or a story, please contact the YCS office.
Hopefully we will soon have a new coordinator to put
you in touch with!

Friday office person: Every Friday, a volunteer staffs the
YCS office from 10-2, answering phones and helping
people who come in. If you volunteer for this task, you
can either do other YCS tasks or bring your own work to
putter at. If you are interested in getting a good picture of
the daily life at YCS, meeting some of the diverse people
who come and go, and hopefully able to commit to a few
weeks or so of Fridays, then give our Office Coordinator
a call. A brief orientation earlier in the week will need to
be arranged. We generally try to have a few Friday volun-
teers on our list so there is flexibility in the scheduling.

Garage sale helping hands: YCS is organizing another
annual fundraising garage sale and, in addition to need-
ing donations, we need a few helping hands. Some people
work over the summer to help price and sort incoming
donations. Further help needed on the actual sale day
and a bit of sorting after the fact. If you are interested in
helping YCS raise some funds and want to get on the list
of garage sale helpers, leave a message for Lewis Rifkind
at the YCS office or email him lewis.rifkind@yt.sympa-
tico.ca.

Forest research: There are many things going on in the
Yukon woods these days and YCS is interested in finding
people who are interested in doing a bit of research on
some key issues that we must deal with. We often need
help in gathering information in order to comment on
regulations and policy changes. Help is also needed to
increase public awarenesss on a variety of issues (e.g.
through articles in the Yukon News or our newsletter).

A few of the current topic areas that need research: certi-
fication opportunities for the Yukon; pros and cons of
market driven stumpage rates; success of reforestation in
the boreal forest; tracking of government permit
approvals. Articles profiling current sustainable loggers in
the Yukon would also be beneficial. Contact Jennifer at
the YCS office to discuss any of these ideas further.

June 1998



Walk Softly

13

The Enemy

The cars are lined up,

Edging slowly

On the north lanes,

the windshields glitter,

it is the city moving,

the drivers intent on getting out,
getting away from something
they carry always

with them.

Margaret Atwood
“The end of the world-weekend, near Toronto,” 1970

Take a deep breath.

Now hold it.

hances are, if you did that in downtown
( Whitehorse at -30°C, you be getting more than
just air. Like carbon monoxide and particulate

matter. Air pollution has become a major health concern
in the North.

And it’s got a funny kind of cause. We have met the
enemy—and it is us. Yukoners have doubled the number
of motor vehicles in the territory since 1974. If it weren't
for the smaller communities where people walk more and
car ownership is lower, there'd be more motor vehicles
than people in the Yukon! In fact, transportation con-
tributes 49% of the greenhouse gases polluted from the
Yukon, and of that 49% just under half comes from gaso-
line vehicles. This is what we are gradually cooking the
planet with. 1

Now, let that breath out. It's OK to wheeze a little bit. You
can't really smell the carbon monoxide that put
Whitehorse in the top 15 cities in Canada in 1995 for car-
bon monoxide pollution.? But you can see the unneces-
sary motor vehicle idling in the wintertime. And the
signs at major public buildings that forbid idling next to
air intakes. And everybody knows about ‘ice fog’ that is

really ‘ice smog’ in the wintertime.

Ah, but you don’'t worry about that, you live out in the
country, right? Well, your tail-pipe and lifestyle is part of
the problem. Since the lion’s share of the Yukon's popula-
tion lives in or around Whitehorse, every ‘country resi-
dential lot’ is a potent cause of air pollution, as most of
the residents take motor vehicles into the Whitehorse area
for work and services. And in their desire for large lots,
we'll never be able to get the density of population to
make frequent bus service economical. And we'll forever
be building new roads over wildlife habitat in order to
speed these country residential dwellers to their urban
workplaces.

Another problem is the visibly large part of the urban
population who don't seem to have appropriate winter
clothing for -40°C. But they do often own a two thou-
sand-pound, gas-burning overcoat.

Believe it or not, with global climate change, Whitehorse
is in an excellent spot to create its own summertime pho-
tochemical smog, or ‘ground level ozone'. All it takes is a
valley, warm air, volatile organic compounds like gasoline
vapors, and some nitrous oxides from car tail-pipes, and
some sunlight. We could be there already, but we don’t
even have the measuring equipment to know that we've
got smog.

Now, this may sound hopeless, but it's not. New vehicles
are cleaner than old ones. But at the rate of motor vehicle
growth in the Yukon, we're still in trouble. They way out
has to be to create communities where most people can
walk, bike, or take the bus to live, shop, and work. We're
moving that way with the country bus system, and it’s
now even got bike racks on the front of some of the buses
S0 you can bus to work, and bike home, or bike for
errands, and then bus home. And the new Robert Service
Way bike-laned shoulder has removed a major barrier for
people to bike to work from outside town. And already
some informal car/truck pooling is going on between
places like Marsh Lake and Whitehorse.

But it’s not enough. Every winter, we get ice smog. We
have a rising tide of environmental illnesses, from sinus
infections from diesel particulate matter, to asthma
attacks. We have met the enemy—and it is us.

paul davis
1 1995 Yukon State of the Environment Report, p. ii.
2 1995 Yukon State of the Environment Report, p.6.
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Yeah Bob!

arlier this spring YCS elected this year’s
E board and, for the first time in 12 years,

Bob van Dijken was not on it. Bob has
been a mainstay around the Conservation
Society for well over a decade and has gener-
ously given of his time, energy and resources.
He has welcomed new members and has been a
firm foundation on an ever changing board and
evolving organization. For years, Bob has been
YCS’s authority on mining and water issues
doggedly presenting conservation views and
concerns no matter how bleak the outlook or
blank the faces. He has been aided by many
people over the years, but he has been and con-
tinues to be a pillar of strength, knowledge and
advocacy for the organization.

Bob began his long affiliation with YCS in 1984

after hearing Nancy MacPherson give a lecture on oil and
gas development in the North. He arrived in time to help
in the move from the office at 2nd and Main to the pre-
sent location on Hawkins Street. When Bob first joined
the organization, YCS was getting much of its funding
from DIAND. W also had a 2 year contract from Energy,
Mines and Resources to run a staffed Energy Information
Centre that helped promote alternative energy options,
energy efficiency and conservation. The big issue of the
day was the Mackenzie Pipeline hearings.

Initially, he helped the Society out on a handyman basis:
doing repairs, building shelves, moving things around.
However, then, as now, many newcomers experienced the
YCS office as a friendly bustling place that could easily
grab you off the sidelines and huck you into the vortex of
environmental activism. Bob slipped in quickly. Having
attended a couple of water board hearings just to observe
and get in on a trip to Mayo, he soon became YCS’s rep-
resentative by default as various people got government
jobs or moved away. Although he had a physical geogra-
phy background, Bob was at first rather intimidated and
unsure of himself in this new role. However, he attacked
the learning curve with gusto. “It was an incremental
gaining of knowledge and a matter of learning what
you're entitled to do and say;” Bob says. Bob has since

Walk Softly
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presented conservation views and concerns at many,
many water board and mining hearings. The continuing
saga of Faro has occupied much of his efforts and will
doubtless require years of more effort.

In looking at the active YCS core over the years, Bob said
it has always been like it is now: mostly people 25 to 35
with a few outliers on both sides. The people change as
some get government jobs, have kids, move away or just
plain burn out on YCS activities. The level of YCS
activism fluctuates over the years as levels of confidence,
enthusiasm and time available waxes and wanes. As a
volunteer run organization, YCS has always been strongly
influenced by the interests and skills of our volunteers.
Thus, board focuses change as the members do. For
example, a doctor on the Board can mean a focus on
environmental health; people with forestry concerns can
direct the Board to focus more on those types of issues.
Of course, the issues of the day have an impact as well but
there has always been more things that can be done than
people to do them, so we have to pick and choose.

In Bob's time with YCS he has had a chance to note reoc-
curring difficulties experienced by the organization. e

have always had (and often recognized and bemoaned) a
problem in effectively utilizing all the volunteer potential
out there. People come by and want to help out and yet it
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is not always easy to delineate tasks that they can confi- later, we still haven't gotten it), Bob miraculously man-
dently carry out. Finding some ways to easily transfer ages to remain optimistic. “The Yukon is small enough
the information that they need to complete a task can that it shouldn't have to follow the 3 to 4 year electoral
also be difficult. Some people join, find their cause and cycle studded with showy megaprojects that invariably
confidently plunge in. Others may need more guidance fail in their economic promise. It’s a matter of vision. The
or feedback to find their feet and yet can become equally easy way is to follow someone else’s model and end up
valuable members of the organization. People of great screwed up in the same way that everyone else is”” He sees
potential value to YCS are constantly lost because they are hope in empowering communities to make their own

less sure of themselves and of the possible role they could land use decisions and determine their own futures.

play. As with the ongoing fundraising problem, volunteer Recently, the Board awarded Bob with a lifetime mem-
co-ordination has always been an unresolved issue. bership to YCS in grateful acknowledgment of his out-
Another ongoing handicap of YCS is that in a small place standing contribution to the Society. Bob has been an

like the Yukon, we end up playing both the role of critic important part of the success of YCS in its efforts to

and of constructive contributor to process development. valiantly promote a conservation ethic in the Yukon and
YCS (Bob actually) spent 2 and a half years as part of the across the North through the years. Bob continues to be a
YMAC (Yukon Mining Advisory Committee) process big part of YCS as he steadily works on the ongoing
attempting to develop mining policy and legislation. issues of mining and water quality and some new ones
“The YMAC process would have been greatly aided if like climate change. And just a couple of weeks ago he
YCS had had a radical environmental fringe group to play  put in a new water heater for us! (Small scale water qual-
off of as the reasonable moderate. Trying to be all things ity issue!) Yeah Bob!

to all people trips us up at times.” Being a part of the tanya handley

process made it difficult at times to criticize government
actions as vehemently as they perhaps needed to be criti-
cized. Criticism makes good press and keeps an organi-
zation’s profile high but “activist organizations don’t get
brownie points for being parts of processes;” Bob says.
And yet that is where a lot of critical work on the envi-
ronmental front gets done. Of course, sometimes the
processes may also just be delay tactics that co-

opt everyone involved into half baked,
over-compromised solutions that
satisfy no one. Sometimes good
solutions are found but then the
controlling parties arbitrarily
dismiss and refuse to implement
them. According to Bob:
“YMAC turned out to be a
combination of both.”

Despite being active and
working hard on a front that
has been dragging its feet
for years (the federal gov-
ernment proclaimed that

it wanted mining legis-
lation in 1972 and,
here in "98, many,
many processes,
meetings and
discussions

101 your kind donation

Fred’s Plumbing & Heating— discount on new water heater

Netshop North— card modem for our laptop
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